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The Athens Institute for Education and Research (ATINER) is pleased to announce the publication of a number of peer reviewed, open access journals of original research work. Most of the articles will be selected from the numerous papers that have been presented at the various annual international academic conferences organized by the different research divisions and units of the Athens Institute for Education and Research. The plethora of papers presented every year will enable the editorial board of each journal to select the best, and in so doing produce a top quality academic journal. In addition to papers presented, ATINER will encourage the independent submission of papers to be evaluated for publication. history. In addition, Plato has had an essential impact on many scientists and mathematicians. For instance, some outstanding thinkers of the 20th century, such as the philosopher Karl Raimund Popper (1902 Popper ( -1993 , mathematicians Charles Hermite , Rene Thom (1923 -2002 ) and Kurt Gödel (1906 -1978 ), logician Gottlob Frege (1848 -1925 and physicist Roger Penrose (1931-) , believed that the World of Ideas advocated by Plato existed. They and other researchers gave various interpretations of this world but suggested no ways for their experimental validation and scientific identification. 1 Moreover, Platonic philosophy belongs to the very foundation of the Western civilization directly or indirectly effecting human culture as a whole. Having its proponents, adherents and opponents, Platonic philosophy served as a motivating engine for the development of intellectual sphere of society in general and philosophy in particular.
Some of Plato ideas were so ahead of his time that only recent times, i.e., millennia after their introduction, they got scientific explanation and grounding. For instance, one of the main achievements of Plato was his fundamental teaching, in which he asserted that the world as a whole consisted of two realms: the physical world, which people could comprehend with their five senses, and the World of Ideas or Forms, which people could comprehend only with their intellect, or in other words, by thinking. 2 This teaching on Ideas or Forms is at the heart of Platoʼs philosophy shaping his views on knowledge, epistemology, ethics, esthetics, psychology, sociology and political teachings.
Creativity of Plato was so great that he was able to synthesize opposite doctrines and beliefs. In particular, he integrated the doctrine of Parmenides of B.C.E.) about the static unchanging reality, the canon of Heraclitus of Ephesus (535-475 B.C.E.) that life is an everlasting change and transformation, and the teaching of Only recently, that is more than two millennia after Plato, it was discovered that the concept structure provided the scientific representation of Platonic Ideas, while the existence of the World of Structures, which could be naturally equated to the World of Ideas, was postulated and proved. 3 It is interesting that although Plato postulated existence of only two worlds -the World of Ideas and the world of material things, his structure of the world as a whole is triadic containing the world of thoughts, or in the contemporary terminology, the Mental World, which allows people to make contact with the World of Ideas.
The depth and breadth of Platoʼs works make them important for our time. The best thinkers continue to find inspiration and ideas in these works relating them to reality of the contemporary civilization.
In this special issue, the Athens Journal of Humanities and Arts presents contemporary philosophical research demonstrating how the philosophy of Plato is allied to many important issues in modern society, such as education, ecology, and cognition. All papers are published in the alphabetical order of authorsʼ names.
As we mentioned before, the key element of the philosophy of Plato was his fundamental teaching about the World of Ideas. In spite of the great importance of this World, neither Plato nor consequent philosophers and other researchers were able to explain clearly and consistently what Plato Ideas are and only recently this problem got a scientific solution. 4 In his paper "An Interpretation of Platoʼs Idea and Platoʼs Criticism of Parmenides according to Peanoʼs Ideography," Giuseppe Boscarino suggests another interpretation of Plato's ideas using symbolism of mathematical logic, which is utilized in works of the well-known mathematician and logician Giuseppe Peano In her paper "The Symposium and the Role of Literature for Epistemic
Development," Susanna Saracco shows how to use the dialogue Symposium as an instrument for the epistemic development of the reader. It is possible to achieve this goal because Platoʼs texts require completion by its reader through collaboration between the reader and the text. She argues that the Platoʼs works are constructed by Plato in such a way that to facilitate intellectual growth and intuitive insight. Platoʼs texts display a higher-order pedagogy being not didactic, two-dimensional texts, in which the ideas of their author and the words that he uses to express his thoughts form a two-dimensional semantic space. In addition, Plato requires the intellectual activity of his readers, which forms the third dimension adding interactive features to Platoʼs work.
In his paper "A Problem in Platoʼs Hagiography of Socrates," Nicholas Smith analyzes Platoʼs description of Socrates as an ideal person. Smith attracts attention of the reader to the ostensible contradiction in this description, which can be expressed by the following trilemma:
1. By Plato, Socrates is an exemplar of virtue.
2. By Socrates, virtue is a kind of knowledge.
3. Socrates lacks knowledge by his own declaration in Platoʼs dialogues.
Smith shows how it is possible to eliminate contradiction by understanding that knowledge has different gradation and is relative. Based on this assumption, Socrates qualifies as the wisest and the most virtuous of human beings because in comparison with others, he works the hardest (and is at least to some degree reliably effective in his efforts) to improve and extend his knowledge.
In his paper "Plato, Environmental Sustainability, and Social Justice," Mark Stone analyzes the way Plato connects environmental sustainability to social justice and political stability in the first two books of the Republic. He addresses elements that are 8. Plato, The Collected Dialogues of Plato. central to environmental sustainability that are tightly integrated to social justice and political stability. I will examine the way in which Plato develops this view and defend it against several criticisms. We will see that his view amounts to the strong claim that any just society will be environmentally sustainable. This is true whether the conception of justice like Platoʼs based on justice as a virtue of a person or on justice as a property of a political institution. Stone concludes that environmental sustainability alone is not enough to ensure that solutions to environmental problems are just.
In All works from this issue persuasively demonstrate importance of ideas of Plato for the philosophy of the 21st century.
